Costume Organizing Tips
Trying to keep track of dance costumes and all of the costume accessories can be nerve-wracking. If your dancer is in a performing or competition group, they will be using their costumes many times during the year. Keeping the costumes nice and in one piece can be a lot easier with a little advance planning. 
The following are tips we’ve picked up trying to keep track sister dancers and all of their “stuff”. People organize their costumes in many different ways, and there is no right way. Just find what works for you and keeps you sane at dance events.
Garment bags
Keep every costume it its own garment bag. It makes it very easy to inventory all of the costumes before leaving home or leaving a venue (so it’s much less likely to leave something behind). Both Target and Wal-Mart sell inexpensive suit bags which work well:
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Use large printer labels to put the dancer’s name, the name of the dance,  shoes and tights needed, and the studio name and your phone number on each garment bag:
[image: image2.jpg]DON'T YOU K





If the costume has an accessory like gloves, a hairpiece, a hat, etc., attach a gallon zip-lock bag with a safety pin to the costume hanger. Then write the name of the dance and what the accessory is on the bag, so you can make sure to get them back into the bag and with the costume:
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Another great tip for not losing costume pieces is to get a pop-up hamper for costume changes. Make sure your dancers are trained to put EVERYTHING (including shoes) into the hamper when they are changing costumes:
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If you are going to use garment bags, you might want to also invest in a rolling garment rack. We've used several over the years, and here's what we've found: Do NOT try to wheel your costumes anywhere on a cheapie rack – some folks have gotten all of their costumes dumped onto the dirt parking lot at the state fair trying this (thank goodness for garment bags!). So, some families have first purchased a heavy-duty rack. It is foldable and works great, but it is very large. Great for recitals, but not so much for venues with limited backstage space (like state fair). So, instead you can use a cheapie garment rack cut down to fit inside a suitcase. All you have to do is wheel in, assemble the pieces, hang the garment bags and you’re good to go!
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Lastly, here's a tip for a "caboodle" that works great. It's actually a tool box, it's called the Stanley Mobile Work Center, and it sells for about $20 at Wal-Mart and Lowe's. I can carry not only makeup, but water, food, first aid, and the zillions of other things that you want to have on hand during a dance performance. My daughter and I also had fun decorating it. I put fishing tackle boxes under the tool tray to keep all of the odds and ends organized:
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I have found that this system allows us to have more fun at dance events, because we don’t have the stress of trying to find things last minute. So remember, be organized and have fun!
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